
 

4CS Connections November 2016 1 
 

C
O
N
N
E
C
T
I
O
N

S
 

V
o
l
u
m
e
 
1
7
,
 
N
u
m
b
e
r
 
2

 

N
o
v
e
m
b
e
r
 
2
0
1
6

 

A newsletter for the  

Classified Senates 

of the 

California Community Colleges 

Congratulations to 4CS on Our 

Upcoming 25
th
 Anniversary! 

Did you know that in just a few short months 4CS will be celebrating our 25th year of successfully 

accomplishing its Vision and Mission?  
 

For 25 years, we have been busy advocating the value and contributions Classified Professionals 

provide to the learning environment.  We continually cooperate with other organizations in the 

interest of enriching the educational environment of the California Community College. Along 

with that, we serve as a liaison between the California Community Colleges senates promoting the 

participation of Classified Professionals in participatory governance at the state and local level.  

Part of our mission is to continue to help develop and support Classified Senates. If that were not 

enough, we continue to provide quality service to promote student success. We do all of this as 

volunteers for our constituent groupsô benefit, while performing our regular duties as classified 

employees on a daily basis.  Some may think we would be fatigued by all this activity, but there is 

so much satisfaction that we receive as the 4CS Board by serving such amazing people and advo-

cating on their behalf.  
 

Speaking of amazing people, Congratulations to all of our Classified Senates throughout Califor-

nia that have supported and continue to support our legacy. I also want to thank the Administrators 

and Superintendent-Presidents that have shown their support by various means to encourage clas-

sified to be involved in a more extensive way for the past 25 years. 

To kick off our Silver 25th celebration, we are hosting our annual Classified Leadership Institute. 

The theme this year is ñSilver Linings of Institutional Effectiveness.ò  Much planning has been 

underway to make this a memorable event for all.  This yearôs CLI will be held at Granlibakken, 

Tahoe City, California on June 15th-17th, 2017. Check our website for updated information at 

www.ccccs.org . Make your plans early as we fill up quickly! 
 

At our Presidents breakfast that was hosted at CLI last year, there was some interest expressed to 

have a time for a gathering of Classified Senate Presidents.  We have heard your request and are 

working on details for this intimate gathering.  Tentatively scheduled for April 21st, from 9:00AM 

-3:00PM hosted by Fresno City College.  Details coming soon! 
 

We have continued to host gathering of senates-both North (Cosumnes River College), and South, 

(Crafton Hills). This is so popular they have just added a second South gathering (Pasadena) for 

the same year. 
 

I look forward to what the next 25 years will bring us, as we continue to progress as an organiza-

tion.  We hope to move forward with our vision, mission and goals for the advancement of our 

classified professionals, our institutions and ultimately our students for which we all strive to 

serve with the best intentions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Your Service, 

Debbie Weatherly, 4CS President 
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4CS Executive Board Directory 
OFFICERS  

PRESIDENT 

DEBBIE WEATHERLY 

Santa Rosa Junior College 

707-527-4505 

dweatherly@ccccs.org 

 

PRESIDENT ELECT 

SHONDRA WEST 

Los Medanos College 

925-473-7409 

swest@ccccs.org 

 

NORTH VICE PRESIDENT 

LINDA ALLEN 

Skyline College 

650-738-4123 

lallen@ccccs.org 

 

SOUTH VICE PRESIDENT 

KAREN MARTIN 

Irvine Valley College 

949-451-5294 

kmartin@ccccs.org 

 

SECRETARY 

TRISHA ALBERTSEN 

Chaffey College 

909-652-6033 

talbertsen@ccccs.org 

 

TREASURER 

NORMA TALLEY 

Butte College 

(530) 893-7503 

ntalley@ccccs.org 

 

PAST PRESIDENT 

MAUREEN CHENOWETH 

Foothill College (Retired) 

mchenoweth@ccccs.org 

 

4CS ASSOCIATES 

DENNIS GORDON 

Irvine Valley College 

dgordon@ccccs.org 

 

JOSE HUESO 

San Diego CC District 

jhueso@ccccs.org 

 

MY LOI 

Mission College 

mloi@ccccs.org 

 

JANET PEDERSEN 

San Joaquin Delta College 

jpedersen@ccccs.org 

 

ROCIO SANDOVAL 

San Diego Mesa College 

rsandoval@ccccs.org 

 

KAREN SMITH 

Foothill College 

ksmith@ccccs.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REPRESENTATIVES 

NORTH 1 

VACANT 

Butte College, College of the 

Redwoods, College of the Siski-

yous, Feather River College, 

Lassen College, Mendocino Col-

lege, Shasta College 

 

NORTH 2 

DEBORAH KNOWLES 

Sacramento City College 

916-650-2770 

dknowles@ccccs.org 

American River College, Con-

sumnes River College, Folsom 

Lake College, Los Rios CCD, 

Sacramento City College 

 

NORTH 3 

VACANT 

Lake Tahoe CC, Sierra College, 

Yuba College, Woodland College 

 

BAY 1 

EVREN GURSON 
Contra Costa College 

Phone: (510) 215-4991 

egurson@cccs.org 

Berkely City College, Chabot 

College, Chabot Las Positas 

CCD, College of Alameda, Con-

tra Costa CCD, Contra Costa 

College, Diablo Valley College, 

Laney College, Los Medanos 

College, Merritt College, Peralta 

CCD, Solano CC 

 

BAY 2 

Ca¶ada College, College of Mar-

in, College of San Mateo, Napa 

Valley College, City College of 

San Francisco, San Mateo CCD, 

Santa Rosa Jr. College, Skyline 

College 

 

BAY 3 

LAUREL KINLEY 

West Valley College 

408-741-2101 

lkinley@ccccs.org 

Cabrillo College, De Anza Col-

lege, Evergreen Valley College, 

Foothill College, Foothill DeAnza 

CCD, Gavilan College, Hartnell 

College, Mission College, Monte-

rey Peninsula College, Ohlone 

College, San Jose City College, 

San Jose Evergreen CCD, West 

Valley College, West Valley 

Mission CCD 

 

CENTRAL 1 

SUSAN RODRIGUEZ 

San Joaquin Delta College 

209-954-5074 

srodriguez@ccccs.org  

Columbia College, Merced Col-

lege, Modesto Jr. College, San 

Joaquin Delta College, Yosemite 

CCD 

 

CENTRAL 2  

ERNIE GARCIA 

Fresno City College 

559-442-8231 

egarcia@ccccs.org                             

Clovis Community College, Col-

lege of the Sequoias, Fresno City 

College, Reedley College, State 

Center CCD, West Hills College 

 

CENTRAL 3  

VACANT 

Bakersfield College, Cerro Coso 

CC, Kern CCD, Porterville Col-

lege, Taft College 

 

SOUTHWEST 1 

VACANT 

Compton College, East Los An-

geles College, El Camino Col-

lege, Los Angeles CCD, Los 

Angeles City College, Los Ange-

les Harbor College, Los Angeles 

Mission College, Los Angeles 

Pierce College, Los Angeles 

Trade Tech, Los Angeles Valley 

College, Santa Monica College, 

West Los Angeles College 

 

SOUTHWEST 2 

PEDER NIELSEN 

Ventura College 

805-289-6277 

pnielsen@ccccs.org 

Allan Hancock College, Antelope 

Valley College, College of the 

Canyons, Cuesta College, 

Moorpark College, Oxnard Col-

lege, Santa Barbara CC, Ventura 

College, Ventura CCD 

 

SOUTHWEST 3 

DEBRA CANTARERO 

Pasadena City College 

dcantarero@ccccs.org 

Cerritos College, Citrus College, 

Glendale CC, Mt. San Antonio 

College, Pasadena City College, 

Rio Hondo College 

 

SOUTHEAST 1 

VACANT 

Cuyamaca College, Grossmont 

College, Grossmont Cuyamaca 

CCD, Imperial Valley College, 

Mira Costa College, Palo Verde 

College, Palomar College, San 

Diego CCD, San Diego City Col-

lege, San Diego Continuing Edu-

cation, San Diego Mesa College, 

San Diego Miramar College, 

Southwestern College 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOUTHEAST 2 

VACANT 

Coast CCD, Coastline Communi-

ty College, Cypress College, 

Fullerton College, Golden West 

College, Irvine Valley College, 

Long Beach City College, North 

Orange CCD, Orange Coast Col-

lege, Rancho Santiago CCD, 

South Orange County CCD, Sad-

dleback College, Santa Ana Col-

lege, Santiago Canyon College 

 

SOUTHEAST 3 

DAWN BRIDGE 

Mt. San Jacinot College 

dbridge@ccccs.org 

951-487-3396  

Barstow College, Chaffey Col-

lege, College of the Desert, Cop-

per Mountain College, Crafton 

Hills College, Moreno Valley 

College, Mt. San Jacinto College, 

Norco College, Riverside City 

College, Riverside CCD, San  

Bernardino CCD, San Bernardino 

Valley College, Victor Valley 

College 

 

PRESIDENT EMERETI 

 

CARI PLYLEY 

Butte College 

cplyley@ccccs.org 

 

TONY PRESTBY 

tprestby@ccccs.org 

 

MONICA SOUZA  

Sacramento City College        

msouza@ccccs.org 

 

MARY THOMPSON 

Chaffey College (Retired) 

thompsonml@hotmail.com 

 

JULIE WHITING 

San Joaquin Delta College 

 

JIM WILSON 

Sierra College (Retired) 

jwilson@ccccs.org 

 

CORPORATE OFFICE 

MANAGER 

Cari Plyley 

Butte College 

530-879-6106 

cplyley@ccccs.org 

 

 

{ŜŜ ŀ ǾŀŎŀƴŎȅ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŀǊŜŀΚ DŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΗ 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ /ŀǊƛ tƭȅƭŜȅ ŀǘ 
ŎǇƭȅƭŜȅϪŎŎŎŎǎΦƻǊƎ ŦƻǊ 
ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΗ 
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News From 4CS 

4CS South Retreat Energizes 
Karen Martin 4CS South Vice President 

In January, 4CS members from across Southern California expressed interest in having 

two 4CS retreats a year. On October 14, several 4CS board members were joined by 25 

individuals from area colleges to hold its first Fall South Retreat. Sessions included 

updates about statewide initiatives such as the Institutional Effectiveness Partnership 

Initiative (IEPI) and its leadership development grants, utilizing the Professional 

Learning Network which now includes access Lynda.com for online training, and 

working with unions on developing FLEX language for AB2558. In addition, we dis-

cussed the resolution writing process and had a presentation about classified participa-

tion in the accreditation process presented by former 4CS board member, Dennis Gor-

don. There was also plenty of time scheduled to allow for networking and mentoring. 

Great conversations were taking place around the room and on the patio during extend-

ed breaks and lunch! Participants were fully engaged and added so much energy to the 

entire day. Many thanks to the Pasadena City College Classified Senate for their help 

in organizing the day! A huge thanks to 4CS past president, Maureen Chenoweth, for 

facilitating the morning sessions and sharing her amazing font of knowledge with us! Donôt forget to keep an eye out for 

more information about the Spring South Retreat to be held at Saddleback College in Mission Viejo in early 2017! 

Senates Gather at Cosumnes River College 
Shondra West, 4CS President Elect 

Gathering of the Senates (GOS) held at Consumes River College, Sacramento 

was an amazing experience for the North!  

The day consisted of presentations on: Writing and 

 Resolution Development, Conducting Fundraisers, Enhancing Leadership 

Skills 101, and promoting Equity/3SP Awareness.  The wealth of knowledge 

provided was intended to stimulate new ideas in which Classified Profession-

als can heighten their service opportunities.  Some of those opportunities en-

tail developing written policies with an understanding between Senates and 

local/state systems; securing funds that are accessible for Classified Profes-

sionals to participate in conferences, campus events, and training workshops, 

and inspire opportunities of philanthropy via scholarships; increasing aware-

ness leading towards a proactive stance within the governance process; and 

seeking funds through 3SP resources.    

 

If you missed this event, every Fall the North GOS is available for colleges wanting to host 4CS to present on topics of your 

choice.  Please consider hosting a North GOS that brings unity amongst Classified in a conducive learning environment. We 

are here for you! 

Clovis Community College Welcomes 4CS Board 
The 4CS Executive Board had the pleasure of meeting for the September board 

meeting at Clovis Community CollegeðCaliforniaôs newest community col-

lege. The meeting agenda included several changes to the 4CS Board: 4CS Sec-

retary Cari Plyley transitioned to the 4CS Corporate Office Manager role; Trisha 

Albertsen of Chaffey College (Southeast 3 Area Representative) was appointed 

as Secretary; Dawn Bridge of Mt San Jacinto College was appointed as the 

Southeast 3 Area Representative; and Susan Rodriguez of San Joaquin Delta 

College in Stockton was appointed as the Central 1 Area Representative.  Two 

new Board Committees were created: a Grants Committee and a Diversity Com-

mittee. As always, planning and development of the 25th Classified Leadership Institute was big topic. A major highlight was 

the presence of the first President of 4CS, Mary Thompson. The Board was able to meet with members of the CCC Classified 

Senate and a few members attended CCCôs Scholarship Ceremony where the Classified Senate presented a scholarship to a 

very deserving student.  The 4CS Board extends its thanks to Senate President Dan Hoffman and his team, CCC President Dr. 

Lori Bennett , and their entire campus for their hospitality (and strong Turkish coffee).  
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News from 4CS 

New Members Join 4CS Executive Board 
Susan Rodriguez began her community college career in October 2006 in the Admission and Rec-

ords office at San Joaquin Delta College. From Admissions Susan moved into the instructional ser-

vices of the college as a Resource Specialist Nursing Success Center for the Health Sciences Divi-

sion office and currently is an Administrative Assistant II in the Facilities, Planning, & Manage-

ment office. However, her involvement with the collegeôs Classified Senate began with the support 

of the Admissions Director. At first it was only as the Chair of the Annual Classified Retreat Com-

mittee. After serving two years as chair, the Senate decided she would be a valuable member of the 

Senate. She became an official Senator and is now currently in her second term as President. Her 

passion and dedication for student success has always been the forethought of her involvement. 

However, she also recognized that the importance of having Classified involvement and participa-

tion was much needed. With the support from her fellow classified Senators and Administrators, Susan strives to support and 

empower her fellow colleagues. Susan brings with her a wealth of knowledge, experience, and skills in providing outstanding 

services to the students, staff, community, and fellow colleagues as the 4CS, Central 1 Area Rep. 

 

Dawn Bridge has been a proud classified professional at Mt. San Jacinto College for nearly 9 years, serving on the Classified 

Senate for nearly 7 years (including President & Vice President). Her professional background includes 

County Courts and Sheriffôs (9 years), working as a Government Contract Manager and in the K-12 sys-

tem, prior to joining the MSJC family. She believes her varied professional experience has provided her 

with a broad perspective and colorful journey. Currently, she is the a co-chair for the District Professional 

Development committee and serves on the Physical Resources committee. Previously, she has served on 

the Employee Recognition, Career Education Advisory, Institutional Effectiveness/Program Review and 

Safety committees and continues to serve on numerous administrator, faculty, and classified recruitment 

panels. If you hadnôt noticed, she is very involved and feels that employee involvement and engagement 

in their respective college is vital to advocate for classified employees rights and participation in the gov-

ernance process.  Her message to every classified professional: ñValue your contribution to both student 

and college success!ò On a personal note, she is married and the proud mother of two beautiful daughters. 

They enjoy LOVE soccer and have spent the better part of the last 12 years traveling around to play/

support it as well as attending their beloved LA Galaxy games. Dawn and her family love to go on driving adventures and 

travel whenever we can ñsqueezeò it in. She has been a college student off-and-on for over 20 years (attending 4 schools) and 

values education in both the traditional learning environment and the non-traditional experience through life exposure and the 

many wonderful learning opportunities that surround us every day. 

ñI think leadership comes from integrity ï that you do whatever you ask others to 

do. I think there are non-obvious ways to lead. Just by providing a good example as 

a parent, a friend, a neighbor makes it possible for other people to see better ways 

to do things. Leadership does not need to be a dramatic, fist in the air and trumpets 

blaring, activity.ò ï Scott Berkun 

FYI: 4CS Vision and Mission Statements 
The California Community Colleges Classified Senate (4CS) provides classified staff avenues for success and development by being the 

participatory governance organizations that create an environment of shared mutual respect among the students, faculty, and staff of the 

college community. 
 

The California Community Colleges Classified Senate (4CS), is dedicated to supporting shared governance for classified staff at com-

munity colleges and districts, recognizes the value of higher education in the state of California, and devotes its efforts in: 

¶ Advocating the value and contributions classified staff provide to the campus community; 

¶ Providing quality service to promote student success and completion; 

¶ Cooperating with other organizations to enrich the educational experience of the California Community Colleges; 

¶ Serving as a liaison between the California Community Colleges senates; 

¶ Promoting the participation of classified staff in shared governance at the state, local, and college levels; 
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4CS Photo Collection - Sharing Our History Together 
Jim Wilson, 4CS President Emeritus 

Welcome to our new photo site:  4cs.photoshelter.com.  This new photo website is dedicated to the many people who have support-

ed 4CS, the California Community Colleges and our classified staff, who over the years have 

participated in 4CS activities and events and helped us in numerous ways. 

 

The primary goals of this website are to honor and share the diversity of personalities, engaged 

people, and unique moments captured in photographs. In the past, our members have often asked 

us for a way to share and distribute photographs of 4CS activities. Welcome to what we hope will 

be a growing site, documenting your dedication to education and efforts to enhance the communi-

ty college system for our students and communities, both now, in the future and in the past. 

 

Over the years, many photos have been taken at many meetings and events, such as CLI (Classified Leadership Institute - jointly 

sponsored by 4CS and CCLC, the Community College League of California, our valued partner for many years). Our first objective 

with this project is to simply load as many images as possible, as is, with little if any manipulation and with only basic navigational 

labels. Groups of photos are being added as they are being found (almost at random). More will be added each week, or as often as 

we can. Please come back often during the year and see what has been added. In the future, we may make more time to edit and im-

prove some of the images, as needed.  

 

The navigation links on the upper left list the most recently added galleries. These links are designed to allow you to quickly browse 

through and view many photos, in a path of your own choosing. Additional information, on 4CS and this site, is contained under the 

lower set of left-hand links, below the others. To see a "list" of all the photographic galleries currently available, choose the "View 

all Galleries" link. By entering here, not only will you see all the galleries, but you can download various sized images by either 

"dragging and dropping" images to your desktop or by choosing the "download" link that appears on pages with the larger images 

(click on a photo thumbnail to enlarge the image on your screen). Using the "download" link will give you size choices (if availa-

ble), and will require a password. The password is "ccccs". (exactly as shown) 

 

"FREE" - If you are or have been a California Community College staff member from any college 

with a Classified Senate or have ever participated in 4CS activities, you are invited to freely down-

load any images you would like for personal, senate or college uses, with appropriate source credit 

back to 4CS. Everyone else is free to view the images on the website, and If you want to download 

and use any of the images, please contact 4CS for permission. Senates and their classified staff can 

view and download images, such as their participation in 4CS events and enjoy the event again!  For 

example, Senates can build their own Keynote or PowerPoint slide shows for their members, boards, 

etc. as never before using these images. There are a few restrictions on the use of this collection, such as no images can be used for 

commercial purposes not in association with Senate or college activities without written permission granted by 4CS. Please read and 

honor our copyright statement. 

 

We are especially looking for any photos from the early days of 4CS and CLI (Classified Leadership Institute) prior to year 2000. 

There was what was called the Classified Leadership Training Institute, prior to 1996, and we would sincerely love to have images 

or information from those events and times. (Please email jwilson@ccccs.org if you have any images or information you would like 

to share with us for this project.) 

 

We know there are going to be many similar or near duplicate images at this point and images of differing quality, yet they can still 

serve to represent our history.  In the future, we can start to make the editorial decisions needed to remove or repair the ñbadò ones. 

We want this to be a record of our events, the many people who have contributed to the success of 4CS through their participation, 

and for everyone to share and celebrate great times and fun activities, which have contributed to classified leadership development 

and led to the success for our college students and districts.  We believe humor, documentation and a visual library of achievements 

can co-exist within this project for all of us. 

 
Although these images are being provided as a service, as stated above, 4CS depends upon and appreciates donations as a non-profit 

organization. If you would like to help fund this project and the activities of 4CS, please use this link and donate, thank you.  http://

www.ccccs.org/support_donations/index.html. And lastly, please remember that this is just a start, more images to come as we work 

on this during the next year. To learn more about 4CS, the California Community Colleges Classified Senate, please visit our Web-

site (http://www.ccccs.org) or contact us directly. 

 

News From 4CS 

http://4cs.photoshelter.com
mailto:jwilson@ccccs.org
http://www.ccccs.org/support_donations/index.html
http://www.ccccs.org/support_donations/index.html
http://www.ccccs.org
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News From 4CS 

CLI Celebrates 25 Years With Silver Soiree 
The annual Classified Leadership Institute will celebrate its 25th anniversary in June, 2017 at the beautiful Granlibakken Con-

ference Center in Tahoe City. If past conferences are any indication, CLI 2017 promises to be an exciting and informative 

time and is an excellent opportunity to network and collaborate with colleagues from across the state. Not only are classified 

professionals encouraged to attend, but also to present a workshop. Workshop strands include topics related to leadership, ef-

fective committee participation, shared governance, institutional effectiveness, student equity/diversity, technology, and so 

much more. The annual awards dinner will honor Model Senates, Senate President Service Award winners, and a few surpris-

es. The CLI Planning Committee is working hard to make this the best conference yet. See you in Tahoe!  

Apply for a CLI Scholarship!  
Scholarships cover lodging and registration 

Four available: North Region, South Region, At-Large and the  

Jim Wilson Leadership Scholarship 

Visit ccccs.org for more information 

Deadline February 24, 2017 


